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general opinion.    You  do   not   expect the Joint Conference to produce 23 different
reports. (Laughter.)
Replying to Maharaja of Myrnensingh Mr. Singh believed landholders would have
no chance of being elected from the general constituencies.
3Ir. Abdul Kasem : Are not tenure holders your own creation ?—No, they are
products of the Bengal Tenancy Act.	•< \ , *
Mr. Travers raised the question of provincial autonomy and asked how the
Department of law and ordor could be efficiently controlled by the Minister at a
time when the feelings between the two communities were far from being good,
Mr. Singh maintained that the Minister would enjoy the full confidence of
both communities if he were returned from mixed electorates.
&ir A. K. Ghuznavi was told that in Burdwan and certain other divisions land-
holders had to pay sometimes more than 50 per cent, of the rent they collected.
Sir Arthur Froom : Is it not a fact that your Association should be called "a
Hindu landholders1 Association f—It has not a Moslem member at present. Zamin-
dars, whatever their caste, hold identical views. In their scheme the deputation had
not made any proposals about financial adjustments,
Examined by Mr. Kikabhai Premchand Mr. Singh averred that communal
electorates had had a full term and the result showed that the feelings between the
two communities under the system were going from bad to worse.
The witness admitted to Sir Hari Singh Gour that the purchasing power of the
rupee had decreased to its tenth since 1793 when the Permanent Settlement was
promulgated.
Sir H. S. Gour: The money you paid in 1793 to the Government had greater
value than to-day ?—We are not prepared to discuss this point off had.
Elucidating this point Mr, Singh said that although the produce of land had
multiplied it had in no way benefited the landholders. The Permanent Settlement
had not only benefited the zamindars, but also the tillers of land and the intermediaries.
Lord Burnham elicited the fact that the revenue paid to zamindars was both
in currency and kind.
Questioned by Mr. Suhrawardy Mr. Singh declared that the Permanent Settle-
ment was a promise based upon law.
Mr. Suhrawardy: Don't you think that communal representation is also a
promise ?—It is not an irrevocable convenant.
Mr. Sahrawardy : Then the Permanent Settlement, should also 'be treated in a
like manner.
The witness admitted that in 1923 Sir Surendranath Bannerjea introduced a
system of communal electorates in the Corporation as a political expediency. We
did it because he wanted to get through the Calcutta Municipal Bill.
Mr. Suhrawardy: The late Mr. 0. E. Das also entered into a pact called
the Bengal Pact and had proposed to introduce separate electorates in all
the 116 municipalities in. Bengal.—Yes. He did it because he wanted to unite
Hindus and Moslems against the Government.	:
Mr. Singh also admitted that during the Calcutta riots a Hindu Deputy
Commissioner of Police was superseded by a junior European officer, but he was
sacrificed to the whims of communal leaders.
Mr. Suhrawardy reminded the witness of the Pir Burial case and pointed' out
that in spite of the many resolutions passed by the Corporation, which had a
majority of Hindus, Mr. C, E. Das could not carry out those resolutions by
removing ^the burial place due to the fear of Moslem minorities.
The witness was of opinion that joint electorates would end all these troubles:
Mr. Suhrawardy: But joint electorates cannot compose religious differences.
Moslems are not prepared to give up their religion for the sake of nationalism.
European Services Association Deputation
The Conference next took up the examination of a deputation from the European
Services Association. It was led Mr. C. J. Irwin, Commissioner, Jubbulpore, and
consisted of two more members, Mr. A. T. Weston, Director of Industries, Bengal,
ana Mr. S. W. RadclifFe, Electrical Adviser to the Government of Bengal. The
deputation treated its memorandum to the Conference as -confidential. •
Examined by Sir John Simon Mr. Irwin detailed 'the demands of the
Association. They did not know what was going to happen after this- inquiry—
they would not offer any political views and had come to • protect their own
interests by urging the continuance of certain safeguards. Their first recommenda-

